Parents in jail.
To determine the number of children in the United States with parents incarcerated in jail and to describe the characteristics of these parents and their criminal histories. Inmates of local jails accounting for 36.5% of the incarcerated population of the US in 1989. Personal interviews with 5675 inmates randomly selected from 393,553 inmates of 3312 local jails in 1989. 44,263 (36%) inmates had children younger than the age of 15. Fathers outnumbered mothers 10-fold; the majority were in their 20s or 30s, unmarried, and poorly educated. The vast majority of parents had a record of prior offenses, and substance abuse accounted for one third of the incarcerations. Substance abuse was reported by 84% of inmates and 95% had sought prior treatment for alcohol, drug, or other mental health problems. Nearly 1 of 50 children in the US has a parent in jail. Parental imprisonment is not rare, is often chronic, and is strongly associated with other psychosocial and health problems in the family. Screening for parental imprisonment potentially should be included as part of a comprehensive biopsychosocial assessment.